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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 4/8/2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

2. Applicant's first argument is as follows: 

3. "Addressing claim 1 , the combination of Wada and Donig does not disclose or 
suggest at least wherein said voltage-controller controls a voltage of said connection 
node and compensates for voltage fluctuation caused at said connection node by 
variance of a resistance of said negative resistance device, as recited in the claim... 
Donig does not even appreciate the voltage fluctuation issues addressed by the 
features of claim 1 . On the other hand, in Applicant's claimed circuit, the bias voltage 
compensates for voltage fluctuations." 

4. Wada teaches a constant current source for supplying a fixed bias and Donig 
teaches a voltage-regulated bias voltage controller, as explained in the Non-Final 
rejection dated 1/12/2009. When Donig's voltage-regulated bias voltage controller is 
substituted for Wada's fixed bias voltage device in Wada's circuit, the voltage-regulated 
bias voltage controller will inherently compensate for voltage fluctuations. It is inherent 
that all voltage regulators compensate for the voltage fluctuations of their respective 
input signals (i.e. regulating the input signal). Therefore, by implementing Doing's 
voltage-regulated bias voltage controller in Wada's circuit, the combination would 
inherently compensate for voltage fluctuations caused at said connected node by 
variance of a resistance of said negative resistance device. 
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5. Applicant's second argument is as follows: 

6. "Further, the Examiner alleges that Wada discloses, inter alia, "a voltage- 
controller (120) electrically connected to a connection node at which said active device 
and said resistor circuit are electrically connected to each other (node between D20, 
Q23 and Q24)." Applicant respectfully submits that, as recited by claim 1 , the 
connection node at which said active device (Q 1 ) and said resistor circuit (R1 ) are 
electrically connected to each other is placed between Q 1 and R1 , as shown in, for 
example, Applicant's FIG. 6. Therefore, the voltage-controller electrically connected to 
the connection node (between Q 1 and R1) is shown in Applicant's FIG. 12 and FIG. 20. 
This circuit configuration is clearly different from FIG. 2 disclosed by Wada. Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfully submits that Wada fails to disclose or suggest these features of 
claim 1." 

7. The claim does not require a direct connection between the connection node as 
claimed and the voltage controller. They are only claimed to be electrically connected. 
Wada's voltage controller I20 is electrically connected to a node in which said active 
device and said resistor circuit are connected to each other, as shown. Furthermore, 
applicant has failed to provide reasoning as to how Wada's voltage controller is not 
electrically connected to the said connection node. 

8. Applicant's third argument is as follows: 

9. "In view of the above, one of ordinary skill in the art would not have been 
motivated to combine fixed bias voltage circuitry of Wada with the regulator circuit which 
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reduces the power supply voltage dropped across an amplifier stage disclosed by Doing 
since the references are not directed to the same issues." 

10. Both Wada and Doing teach pull-down bias circuits. The use of a particular pull- 
down bias circuit in a specific area is seen as intended use and/or design choice. 
Furthermore, voltage regulation is used to increase the stability of a signal, as noted in 
the Non-Final rejection dated 1/12/2009. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have found it obvious to use a voltage regulated bias source in place of a fixed bias 
source in order to provide greater stability. 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments in regards to the drawing objection have been found 
persuasive. The drawing objection has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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3. Claims 1-12, 14, and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wada (US Patent No. 5,079,443) in view of Donig, hereinafter 
referred to as Wada and Donig respectively. 

4. For claim 1 , Wada teaches a voltage-current converting circuit (Figure 2) 
comprising: an active device (Q21 , Q22) having an input terminal (base), an output 
terminal (collector), and a grounded terminal (emitter, via Q24 and I20), and carrying out 
voltage-current conversion (as explained below); and a resistor circuit (R23, R24, Q23, 
Q24) electrically connected in series to said active device through said grounded 
terminal of said active device (as shown), and a voltage-controller (I20) electrically 
connected to a connection node at which said active device and said resistor circuit are 
electrically connected to each other (node between I20, Q23 and Q24), wherein said 
resistor circuit has a variable resistance (inherently based on the structure), and 
includes a negative resistance device (Q23, Q24) and said voltage-controller controls a 
voltage of said connection node (via the value of the constant current source) but fails to 
teach that the voltage-controller compensates for voltage fluctuation caused at said 
connection node by variance of a resistance of said negative resistance device. 
Transistors Q21 and Q22 each input a voltage (Vi and V B , respectively) and output a 
current based on said voltage. Therefore, transistors Q21 and Q22 carry out a voltage 
to current conversion. Donig teaches in his Figure 1 a voltage-controller (LR, Q2) which 
controls the voltage of a connection node (BK) and compensates for voltage fluctuation 
caused at said connection node by variance of a resistance at node BK. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use 
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Donig's voltage-controller in place of Wada's I20 in order to regulate the voltage for 
increased stability. Furthermore, the said combination would have been obvious 
because all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art 
could have combined the elements by known methods at the time of invention with no 
change in their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention. 
5. For claim 2, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said active device is comprised of a pair of active devices (Q21 , Q22) each 
operating differentially with each other (as shown), and each having an input terminal 
(base terminals of each transistor), an output terminal (collector terminals of each 
transistor), and a grounded terminal (emitter terminal of each transistor), and carrying 
out voltage-current conversion (as explained below), said resistor circuit is comprised of 
a pair of resistor circuits (first: R23, Q23; second: Q22, R24 and both share Donig's Q2 
and LR, as explained below) each electrically connected in series to each of said active 
devices through said grounded terminal of each of said active devices (as shown), and 
each controlling a conversion gain of each of said active devices (inherent based upon 
the structure), each of said resistor circuits having a variable resistance (as explained 
below), and including a negative resistance device (Q23 and Q24, respectively). 
Transistors Q21 and Q22 input a voltage (V A and V B , respectively) and output a current 
based on voltage. Therefore, Q21 and Q22 carry out a voltage to current conversion. 
T2 is defined by Donig as a controllable resistor, hence a variable resistor (column 4, 
lines 16-20), which in the combinational circuit of Wada and Donig, compensates for 
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both of the pairs of resistor circuits. Since the gates of Q23 and Q24 are directly 
affected by the value of Donig's LR, the negative resistance devices' resistance value is 
dependent on the value of LR. Therefore, since each of said resistor circuit comprises a 
negative resistor, each of said resistor circuits has a variable resistance. 

6. For claim 3, as explained above, the gates of Q23 and Q24 are directly affected 
by the value of Donig's LR and the negative resistance devices' resistance value is 
dependent on the value of LR. Therefore, said negative resistance device has a 
negative resistance. 

7. For claim 4, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said resistor circuit is comprised of: one or a plurality of resistance 
device(s) electrically connected in series to said active device (R22); and said negative 
resistance device electrically connected in parallel with at said resistance device (as 
explained below). Resistor R22 and transistor Q23 are both connected between Vcc 
and ground and are therefore in parallel. 

8. For claim 5, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that wherein said resistor circuit is comprised of a first circuit comprised of a 
resistance device (R24) and a negative resistance device (Q24) electrically connected 
in series to each other, said first circuit being electrically connected in series to said 
active device (as shown). 

9. For claim 6, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said resistor circuit is comprised of a first resistance device (R22) 
electrically connected in series to said active device, and a second circuit electrically 
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connected in parallel with said first resistance device (Q23), said second circuit being 
comprised of a-said negative resistance device (as explained above), and a second 
resistance device (R23)electrically connected in series to said negative resistance 
device. Resistor R22 and transistor Q23 are both connected between V C c and ground 
and are therefore in parallel. 

1 0. For claim 7, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said negative resistance device of said pair of resistance circuits is 
comprised of a pair of active devices (Q23 and Q24) electrically connected in cross to 
each other and operating differentially with each other (inherent based upon the 
structure), and each receiving, as an input signal, a node signal either at a connection 
node at which said active device and said resistor circuit are electrically connected to 
each other or at any connection node in said resistor circuit (as shown). 

1 1 . For claim 8, the modified version of Wada as defined above further teaches that 
said negative resistance device is comprised of a bipolar transistor (BJTs Q23 and Q24) 

12. For claim 9, the modified version of Wada as defined above further teaches that 
a resistance of said negative resistance device is controlled by controlling either a 
source voltage or an emitter voltage of said field effect transistor or bipolar transistor 
(inherent based upon the structure). 

1 3. For claim 1 0, the modified version of Wada as defined above further teaches a 
voltage-providing circuit (Donig's Q2, as defined above) electrically connected between 
a reference voltage point (ground) and either a source or an emitter of said field effect 
transistor or bipolar transistor (as shown), and wherein a resistance of said negative 
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resistance device is controlled by controlling a voltage provided by said voltage- 
providing circuit (as shown). 

14. For claim 1 1 , Wada teaches a circuit (Figure 2) comprising an active device 
(Q21, Q22) having an input terminal (base), an output terminal (collector), and a 
grounded terminal (emitter), and carrying out voltage-current conversion; and a resistor 
circuit (R23, R24, Q23, Q24) electrically connected in series to said active device 
through said grounded terminal of said active device (as shown), and controlling a 
conversion gain of said active device (inherent based upon the structure), said resistor 
circuit including a negative resistance device (Q23, Q24) wherein said negative 
resistance device is comprised of a field effect transistor or a bipolar transistor (as 
shown), wherein a resistance of said negative resistance device is controlled by 
controlling either a source voltage or an emitter voltage of said field effect transistor or 
bipolar transistor (inherent based upon the structure), wherein said voltage-current 
converting circuit further comprises a voltage-providing circuit (I20) electrically 
connected between a reference voltage point (GND) and either a source or an emitter of 
said field effect transistor or bipolar transistor (as shown) but fails to teach that said 
resistor circuit has a variable resistance and that a resistance of said negative 
resistance device is controlled by controlling a voltage provided by said voltage- 
providing wherein said voltage providing circuit comprises an operational amplifier 
having a first input terminal, a second input terminal, and an output terminal; and an 
active device, wherein a voltage-control signal is input to said first input signal of said 
operational amplifier, an input terminal of said active device is electrically connected to 
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said output terminal of said operational amplifier, and an output terminal of said active 
device is electrically connected to said second input terminal of said operational 
amplifier. However, Donig teaches a voltage regulating/providing circuit (Q2) based on 
a regulation voltage (UR). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to use Donig's voltage regulating/providing circuit (LR) in place 
of Wada's voltage providing circuit (I20) in order to regulate the voltage for increased 
stability. Furthermore, the said combination would have been obvious because all the 
claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have 
combined the elements by known methods at the time of invention with no change in 
their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded predictable results to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention. The combination circuit of Wada 
and Donig teaches that a resistance of said negative resistance device is controlled by 
controlling a voltage provided by said voltage-providing circuit (inherent based upon the 
structure) wherein said voltage providing circuit comprises an operational amplifier 
(OP1) having a first input terminal, a second input terminal, and an output terminal (as 
shown); and an active device (T2), wherein a voltage-control signal is input to said first 
input signal of said operational amplifier (as shown), an input terminal of said active 
device is electrically connected to said output terminal of said operational amplifier (as 
shown), and an output terminal of said active device is electrically connected to said 
second input terminal of said operational amplifier (as shown). 
15. For claim 12, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said negative resistance device is comprised of a pair of bipolar transistors 
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(Q23 and Q24) operating differentially with each other (as shown), wherein sources or 
emitters of said field effect transistors or bipolar transistors are electrically connected to 
each other (as shown). 

16. For claim 14, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said voltage controller is comprised of an active device (T2) electrically 
connected between a reference voltage (GND) and said connection node, and having 
an input terminal to which a bias signal is input (gate terminal). 

17. For claim 16, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above further 
teaches that said resistor circuit includes a variable resistor (T2) having a positive 
resistance (as explained below) When the signal applied to the gate of T2 increases, 
the resistance value of T2 also increases proportionally. 

18. For claims 17 and 18, the combination of Wada and Donig as defined above 
further teaches that said variable resistor is comprised of an active device (NMOS 
transistor). 

19. For claim 19, combination of Wada and Donig as defined above teaches the 
circuit of claim 1 but fails to teach the limitations of claim 1 9. Examiner takes official 
notice that p-type transistors can be substituted for n-type transistors and vice versa. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention that Wada's active device and negative resistance device can be implemented 
as transistors of electrical conductivities different from each other since the substitution 
of one known element for another would have yielded predictable results to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention. 
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20. For claim 20, Wada teaches in his Figure 2 a circuit including a combination 
circuit comprised of a voltage-current converting circuit, , wherein a pass band is 
controlled by varying a gain of said voltage-current converting circuit (inherent based 
upon the structure), said voltage-current converting circuit comprising: an active device 
(Q22) having an input terminal (base), an output terminal (collector), and a grounded 
terminal (emitter), and carrying out voltage-current conversion (inherent based upon the 
structure) and a resistor circuit (R23, R24, Q23, Q24) electrically connected in series to 
said active device through said grounded terminal of said active device, controlling a 
conversion gain of said active device (inherent based upon the structure), said resistor 
circuit comprising a negative resistance device (Q23 and Q24) but fails to teach that 
said resistor circuit having a variable resistance and a capacity device. Transistors Q21 
and Q22 each input a voltage (Vi and V B , respectively) and output a current based on 
said voltage. Therefore, transistors Q21 and Q22 carry out a voltage to current 
conversion. Donig teaches in his Figure 1 a voltage-controller (LR, Q2) which controls 
the voltage of a connection node (BK) and compensates for voltage fluctuation caused 
at said connection node by variance of a resistance at node BK. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use 
Donig's voltage-controller in place of Wada's I20 in order to regulate the voltage for 
increased stability. Furthermore, the said combination would have been obvious 
because all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art 
could have combined the elements by known methods at the time of invention with no 
change in their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded 
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predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention. The 
combination of Wada and Donig as defined above teaches a resistor circuit having a 
variable resistance (T2) and a capacity device (within the loop filter LF). 
21 . For claim 21 , Wada teaches a circuit which outputs a current in accordance with 
the voltage thereto (via Q21 , Q22), comprising: an active device (Q21 , Q22) having an 
input terminal (base), an output terminal (collector), and a grounded terminal (emitter), 
and carrying out voltage-current conversion (inherently); a resistor circuit (R23, R24, 
Q23, Q24) electrically connected in series to said active device through said grounded 
terminal of said active device (as shown), and controlling a conversion gain of said 
active device (inherently based upon the structure), wherein said resistor circuit includes 
a negative resistance device (Q23, Q24), said negative resistance device comprises a 
field effect transistor or a bipolar transistor, a resistance of said negative resistance 
device is controlled by controlling either a source voltage or an emitter voltage of said 
field effect transistor or said bipolar transistor (inherent based upon the structure); said 
voltage-current converting circuit further comprising a voltage-providing circuit (I20) 
electrically connected between a reference voltage point (GND) and either a source or 
an emitter of said field effect transistor or said bipolar transistor (as shown); but fails to 
teach that the resistor circuit has a variable resistance and that a resistance of said 
negative resistance device is controlled by controlling a voltage provided by said 
voltage-providing circuit, wherein said voltage providing circuit comprises: an 
operational amplifier having a first input terminal, a second input terminal, and an output 
terminal; and an active device, wherein a voltage-control signal is input to said first input 
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signal of said operational amplifier, an input terminal of said active device is electrically 
connected to said output terminal of said operational amplifier, and an output terminal of 
said active device is electrically connected to said second input terminal of said 
operational amplifier. Transistors Q21 and Q22 each input a voltage (Vi and V B , 
respectively) and output a current based on said voltage. Therefore, transistors Q21 
and Q22 carry out a voltage to current conversion. Donig teaches in his Figure 1 a 
voltage-controller (LR, Q2) which controls the voltage of a connection node (BK) and 
compensates for voltage fluctuation caused at said connection node by variance of a 
resistance at node BK. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to use Donig's voltage-controller in place of Wada's I20 in 
order to regulate the voltage for increased stability. Furthermore, the said combination 
would have been obvious because all the claimed elements were known in the prior art 
and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements by known methods at the 
time of invention with no change in their respective functions, and the combination 
would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention. The combination of Wada and Donig as defined above teaches that the 
resistor circuit has a variable resistance (T2) and that a resistance of said negative 
resistance device is controlled by controlling a voltage provided by said voltage- 
providing circuit (LR and Q2), wherein said voltage providing circuit comprises: an 
operational amplifier (OP1 ) having a first input terminal, a second input terminal, and an 
output terminal (as shown); and an active device (T2), wherein a voltage-control signal 
is input to said first input signal of said operational amplifier (UR), an input terminal of 
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said active device is electrically connected to said output terminal of said operational 
amplifier (as shown), and an output terminal of said active device is electrically 
connected to said second input terminal of said operational amplifier (as shown). 

Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL ROJAS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5070. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-8 EST, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 571-272-1988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. RJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2816 
/Lincoln Donovan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2816 



